Biventricular pacemaker/defibrillators versus biventricular pacemakers in patients with non-ischemic cardiomyopathy.
The decision to employ defibrillator therapy in patients with non-ischemic cardiomyopathy is driven by reduction in mortality. The strength of data supporting this therapy has led to its incorporation in medical guidelines and general practice across the world. Cardiac resynchronization therapy has also been proven to reduce heart failure hospitalization and improve quality of life. Although trends toward reduction in arrhythmic events have been observed, results in multicenter, randomized controlled trials have not been compelling for stand-alone use in most patients who currently meet criteria for defibrillator therapy.